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Prussia. Richelieu undertook the defence of the
minor German princes against the increasing power
of the Emperor, and French statesmen long re-
garded this as the true role for France to pursue.
Its success was assured by the Treaty of Westphalia,
which secured many blessings for the German
people, but did not leave Germany in a condition
where it could be a dangerous rival to French
power. Through the efforts of Mazarin, the League
of the Rhine was formed, under the protection of
France, and the French King long exercised in
Germany an influence quite equal to that of the
Emperor and greater than that of any other German
prince.

Richelieu showed less sagacity in his dealings
with England. In this he resembled many French
statesmen before and since his day. The two
nations are so unlike in character, in situation, in
government, that it has been difficult for them to
understand each other, and the task has been ren-
dered no easier by a mutual and deep-seated dislike.
The marriage of Louis's sister to Charles I. was re-
garded as one of the achievements of Richelieu's
early career, but France gained nothing by the
alliance. The Cardinal strangely misjudged the
English people of that period when he hoped that
any advantages would be secured for English Catho-
lics by this marriage. In the irritation caused by
the English alliance with La Rochelle, we find him
coquetting with Spain and planning an invasion of
England which should restore that heretical country
to the Catholic fold. the German states
